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In this newsletter, find out about: 

 

• Mrs Gordon's message and school news 

• Reminders and Notices 

• Upcoming events  

A Message from Mrs Gordon 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week has been the coldest week by far, with frosty mornings and the hint of snow it has 

definitely felt very festive here at North Mundham. 

Despite the freezing temperatures, our year 5 and 6 girls' football team went to the finals (having 

qualified earlier in the term), once again, they played exceptionally well as a team and came away 

fourth over all which was a great achievement. On Tuesday  it was the turn of the boys' team who 

also played competitively and with excellent spirit. Well done to all of our teams that have played 

this term! 

The Christmas events have continued all week. Keys Stage 2 had great fun at the discos with Nolan. 

There we discovered some hula hooping champions and some excellent break dancers!! On 

Wednesday we had our Christmas lunch which was a lavish and super affair all round. The children 



had a lot of fun eating, drinking and telling awful cracker jokes. In the afternoon on Wednesday the 

teachers staged their very own version of Peter Pan, it was greeted with much awe and laughter and 

was very fun way to spend the afternoon. 

On Thursday we went to St Stephens church for our Christmas service which was very special. Well 

done to all of the children who read  their poems so clearly. The singing filled the church and it was 

beautiful to have all of our Christingles lit. Revd. May welcomed us to the church and spoke to the 

children about their Christingles. We are very grateful to have this on our doorstep so that we are 

able to extend our school community into the village. Thanks also to all of the parents who came and 

helped us walk down to the church. 

Sadly, we have to say goodbye to Mr Stenning today. We have really appreciated having him here at 

North Mundham. We will all miss his smiling face, calm manner and sense of humour. I am sure that 

you will all join me in sending our best wishes and luck for the future. In his place, Mrs Jennie Teakle 

is looking forward to starting in January and spending the rest of the year with us as Acting Assistant 

Headteacher. 

A big thank-you to all of the families who have generously sent staff cards, presents and good wishes 

this Christmas. We hope that you all have a safe and happy time together with your families and 

friends. 

Happy Christmas! 

Best wishes, 

 

Zoe Gordon, Headteacher 
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What a busy time! 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

The choir sing at North Mundham village hall. 

 



 

 

 

Reminders and Notices 

 

Notices 

 Ice safety 



We have been asked to remind all families about the dangers of walking on ice. This has been 

brought to our attention by the recent tragedy in the Midlands. Please continue to remind your 

children about the dangers and how to avoid them.  

School uniform 

Please ensure that your child returns to school in the correct uniform and that includes shoes and PE 

kit. On PE days, children should wear their normal school jumper or cardigan. Please note that all 

children must bring a coat to school each day, especially in such cold temperatures. Please also 

ensure that ALL of your children's clothing items are named. 

Year 5 Swimming 

You will have received a separate letter about this but it starts on 9th January for all Year 5 pupils. 

Forest School 

Forest School will be for Year 6 and Year 4 after Christmas. Please ensure that children are wearing 

appropriate clothing every Wednesday until half term. 

PE  

After Christmas PE will be as follows 

YR- Monday and Friday 

Y1- Thur and Fri 

Y2- Tues and Wed 

Y3- Mon and Wed 

Y4- Mon and Thur 

Y5- Swimming Mon and Fri 

Y6- Tues and Wed (chn come to school in PE kit and bring warm clothes and suitable footwear for 

Forest School) 

Attendance 

You will receive an email with your child's current attendance. We know that there has been a lot of 

illness in the last two weeks and hopefully the germs will slow up over the Christmas break. We will 

be reinstating handwashing for all and recommending good respiratory hygiene for all children to try 

and stop any further outbreaks spreading in the New Year. attached below is a poster that outlines 

when you should keep your child off school and how long for. 

Cheer up January 

To combat the 'January blues' we will be having a 'Cheer up January' week from 16-20th Jan. 

Monday 16th will be a dress in multi-colours day and Friday 20th will be promise day (where 

children can redeem the promises they won at the Christmas fair.) There will be more events and 

details nearer the time. 

Cost of hot school meals 



The cost of hot school meals is set to increase from £2.52 to £2.71, please see the letter below with 

further information. There will also be a new meal ordering system introduced in February. See 

below for some more details. 

Year 6 Parents- Meet the teacher 

To give Year 6 parents the opportunity to meet Mrs Teakle, there will be a short informal meeting on 

Tuesday 10th January at 3.10 to give you the chance to put a face to the name and ask any questions 

you may have.  

 

Thank-you for your support in all these matters. 

 

Letter to parents _ carers explaining school meal price increases from 

3rd January 2023 

 

14th December 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers 



Re: Work to keep school meal price increase as low as possible for 

West Sussex families 

West Sussex County Council has had to make the difficult decision to increase the cost of primary 

school meals following work to keep the price as low as possible for families amid rising costs. 

From 3rd January 2023, the cost of a daily school meal will increase by 19p, from £2.52 to £2.71, 

across all primary schools supplied by Chartwells and Easy Lunch. 

This rise will not affect families whose children receive Universal Free School meals*, or those who 

receive means-tested Free School Meals*. The price of secondary school meals is not set by West 

Sussex County Council so will not be affected by this change. 

The decision comes as school meal providers in West Sussex and nationally are experiencing huge 

financial pressures due to the rise in inflation and the cost of food. 

We understand how disappointing this decision will be for those who will see a price increase, and 

the difficult timing of this news when costs are increasing throughout our daily lives. 

 

We want to assure you that this not a decision the County Council has taken lightly and comes only 

after we exhausted all options with providers and did everything we could to keep the price increase 

to a minimum. 

We’re continuing to work with providers to put into place measures to help keep costs as low as 

possible while maintaining food quality and standards for your children and young people. 

At the same time, we continue to offer a range of support for the most vulnerable children, families 

and households and I encourage anyone who is struggling to seek the support available.  Please see 

the additional information provided below. 

Your sincerely, 

JOHN FIGGINS 

Head of Catering Services   Cost of living support 

If you live in West Sussex and need help or support in relation to the cost of living, please visit 

www.westsussex.gov.uk/costofliving, where you’ll find information on a range of topics, from 

money management to energy saving, food and household costs, job seeking and benefits guidance, 

to how to access further support. 

*Additional information 

Universal Free School Meals are available to every school-age child attending a government-funded 

school in West Sussex (maintained, free schools and academies), up to and including year 2, 

irrespective of family earning. 

Free School Meals are available for low-income families so children are provided free meals 

throughout their primary and secondary education. Parents can apply on the WSCC website 

http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/costofliving
http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/costofliving


https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schoolsand-colleges/free-school-

meals/  

The Council have also supported all Free School Meal children with supermarket food vouchers 

during each school holiday since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020. This provides financial 

support to around 18,500 eligible children. 
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Dates for the diary 

 

 

3rd January- 1st day back after Christmas 

16-20 January- Eco council plastic- free lunchbox week. 

16-20th - Cheer up January week (more details to follow) 

20th January- Promise Day 

10th February- break up for half term 

20th February-INSET 

21st February- first day back after half term 

31st March- break up for Easter 

17th April- first day back after Easter 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-meals/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-meals/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-meals/


 

 

Please note that more dates will be added in future newsletters. 

 

INSET Days 2022-2023 

(All INSET days are either at the beginning or end of a school holiday, we ask that you take 

advantage of these for family holidays or long weekends and DO NOT book holidays in term time.) 

 

20th February 2023 

26th May 2023 

Contact Us 

 

If you have any questions or queries, please don't hesitate to contact us: 

head@northmundham.w-sussex.sch.uk  

office@northmundham.w-sussex.sch.uk 

01243 785502 

website 

Remote school 

https://www.facebook.com/NorthMundhamSchool  

mailto:head@northmundham.w-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:office@northmundham.w-sussex.sch.uk
https://northmundham.w-sussex.sch.uk/
https://mundham.remoteschool.co.uk/school/mundham
https://www.facebook.com/NorthMundhamSchool
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