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Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome to your child’s first half term at school.  
 
The main aim of this half term is to enable the children to settle happily and confidently into 
school. For this reason the curriculum should be very much like the one they will have 
experienced at pre-school. 
 
You are welcome to come into school with your child in the morning and, if your child needs 
you, stay until the bell goes or until Mrs Carey say’s the gates are going to be locked. Please 
use the time to help your child settle. We would be grateful if you don’t use it to chat to 
other parents as it is often very crowded and noisy in the class and that is unsettling for 
many children.  
 
During the first few weeks we will be getting to know each child’s individual needs through 
activities, discussion and observation. This will enable us to see what they already know and 
their ‘Next Steps for Learning’. It would be helpful to meet with each family to discuss this 
and I am available to meet with parents and carers each Monday after school. Please sign up 
for an appointment on the timetable on the Information Board in the classroom. 
 
You will see that the children have been put into groups. This helps give them a sense of 
identity and makes it easier for them to find their book bag and water bottle boxes etc. 
which are labelled according to their group. They will do some activities and adult initiated 
games with their group but most of the time they will be free to interact with all the 
children. The group names are linked to our work on ‘Growth Mindset’. 

Activities will be based around our topic ‘Having a Go’ and will cover all the areas of learning 
outlined in the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework. The activities will be learnt through 
practical activities, games, discussion, creative work and self-initiated play. These will take 
place both in the inside and outside areas.  

 

 



 

 

 
 Personal, Emotional and Social Development 
The children will look at the changes involved in starting school and making new 
friends. They will learn how to look after their possessions and the classroom 

equipment and will be encouraged to dress, undress and manage their personal hygiene 
independently. Please expect the children to hang up their own coats, find their own 
name and put their bottles, bags and Home School Diary in the boxes/ trays 
independently. They will learn about our class ‘Good to be Green’ behaviour policy and learn 
what is acceptable and not acceptable in the class and school. Most importantly they will be 
encouraged to develop a positive self-esteem, the confidence to have a go and a love of 
school. They will meet ‘Have a Go Harry’, one of our class puppets who will help them feel that 
they can give new things a try in their learning. 
 

Physical Development 

Physical development is about improving skills of coordination, control, 
manipulation and movement. It also helps children gain confidence in what they do 
and enables them to feel the positive benefits of being healthy and active. The 

children will do a short session of exercise to music each morning and they will have access to 
the outdoor area throughout much of the day. They will be encouraged to develop their gross 
motor skills though activities such as climbing, balancing, jumping, throwing and catching and 
riding the bikes. They will also be taught to follow instructions and be aware of each other’s 
space and safety. They will develop their fine motor skills though daily ‘Funky Fingers’ 
activities which include finger games, threading, sewing, tracing, picking up tiny objects, 
manipulating malleable materials such as dough, puzzles, colouring and building activities. Fine 
motor control activities help develop the strength in their fingers which in turn helps pencil 
control and dressing skills e.g. doing up buttons and laces.  
 
We will be discussing healthy eating with the children. They will look at, smell, feel and taste 
various fruit and vegetables. The children will be provided with fruit each day as well as their 
own water bottle to drink from. There is therefore no need to send a snack and drink into 
school, though you are welcome to give them an extra piece of fruit. Water bottles will be 
sent home on Fridays for you to wash and return on Mondays. If anyone would like to take on 
the task of rinsing and filling all the bottles when they come in with their child each morning 
(Tuesday-Friday) we would be very grateful as this would leave Mrs Cole and I free to meet 
and chat to the children and parents. 
 
PE will usually take place once a week though, sometimes, they will do extra sessions. Please 
make sure the children have their named shorts and t-shirt in school. They will not need PE 
shoes. Their PE kit can stay in school until the ½ term holiday when the children will bring 
them home to wash. If your child is not confident to change into and out of their clothes 
please can you practise. They need to be able to change independently so we can make 
full use of our time in the hall. 
 

Communication and Language  

The children will be expected to listen and respond to stories, rhymes and 
discussions. They will develop the confidence to discuss ideas, sequence events 
and express their feelings individually and in group and class situations. They will 

be encouraged to do lots of drama, role-play and imaginative play. Listening effectively is the 
key to all learning. You can help your child develop their listening skills by spending a short 



 

 

time each day having a conversation, playing a game or discussing books and stories in a quiet 
environment. 
 

Reading and Writing 

The children will read and discuss books and pictures one to one, in groups and as a 
class.  They will increase their phonic knowledge and word building skills through daily 

games and practical activities. They will see and contribute to writing though shared writing 
activities and they will learn to hold their pencils and form their name correctly. They will be 
encouraged to do their own writing during self-initiated play and ‘Have a Go’ writing activities. 
 

I will send home some information on the phonemes and words the children will be learning in 
the children’s Home/ School Pack. This pack will also contain some sounds/phonemes cards 
they have learnt during the week for you to reinforce at home.  It will also include a name 
card to enable them to practise writing their name with correctly formed letters.  
 
Reading Books 

During the first two weeks, we will start sending home some picture books for your child and 
you to discuss at home. Talking about and telling stories from pictures is a very important 
pre-reading skill and it would be great if you could spend lots of time doing this. Books with 
words will be sent home when the child is confident to tell a story from the pictures and is 
confident to recognise, hear and say some of the early phonemes. Books will be usually be 
changed approximately once a week (day to be arranged). It is good for the children to ‘read’ 
their books several times during the course of the week if they are motivated. If they have 
begun to lose interest before they are changed, please read books from home or the library 
and encourage them to retell those stories to you. Reading with each child individually is very 
important but it is also time consuming. Fifteen minutes discussing, reading and changing 
books with each child adds up to seven and a half hours of adult time so any parent help 
with reading is always very welcome. At school the children will read a book from our 
phonic reading scheme. 
 

 Mathematics 

The children will be encouraged to become confident and competent in learning 
and using key skills and mathematical language. These will include counting, 
sorting, matching and working with numbers, shape and measures. Mathematical 

understanding will be developed through songs, rhymes, games, sand and water play, 
imaginative play, outdoor play and practical activities. Very little recording is done during the 
reception year but the children will be busy learning by ‘doing’. The children will periodically 
be given mathematically activities to do with you at home.  
 

Understanding the World 

In this area of learning the children are developing the knowledge, skills and 
understanding that help them make sense of the world. This forms the 
foundation for later work in science, design and technology, history, geography 

and information technology (ICT). Activities such as those outlined below also play a very 
important part in developing mathematical and language skills.  
 
The children will experience a range of activities and materials including sand, water, dough, 
construction toys and materials and ICT. They will be encouraged to explore, problem solve, 
ask questions and discuss what they are doing. They will be learning about Autumn and 



 

 

Harvest. They will make bread, enjoy a Harvest Breakfast, discuss and taste a range of fruits 
and make fruit salad.  
 

Expressive Arts and Design 

This area of learning includes art, music, dance role play and imaginative play. In 
art, this term they will be exploring paint, drawing, collage and modelling materials. 
They will learn how to use tools e.g. paint brushes, glue spatulas and scissors and 

how to get out and put away materials and equipment. In music they will begin to develop 
their listening skills and learn how to use the musical instruments with care.  They will learn 
lots of new songs as well as singing old favourites. Lots of opportunities will be given for the 
children to explore and develop their ideas in all aspects of creative play. 
 
 

My Thoughts and Feeling Booklet 

I will be shortly sending home a booklet for you and your child to fill in together. It 
will help us learn a little more about your child and give us a starting point for 

discussion about their life at home, their likes and dislikes and their feelings about school. 
We will spend time talking to each child about their books over the next few weeks. Please 
return the completed booklet before the end of September. 
 

General Information 

The children will bring home a Home School Diary with a sticker card on the back. 
Details for the use of this book are written inside. Please make sure the 
children’s Home/ School Pack, Diary and reading books are brought into 

school each day. Book bags are useful for keeping all these items safe and can be purchased 
at the school office. You may like to put a novelty key ring on the handle to help your child 
quickly identify their bag. 
 
Please remember to name all items of clothing and bags and check them regularly to 

make sure the names haven’t faded or come unstuck. 

 
Do feel free to come to talk to me, after school, if you have any worries or ideas to share or 
if you would like to help with reading, name writing, sounds and letters, sewing, art or any 
other activity in class. If you can’t do a whole morning, 30 minutes first thing in the morning 
would be very helpful.  In order to help in class or on school trips etc. parents need a DBS 
check.  It would be a great help for as many parents as possible to be DBS checked. Please 
call in at the school office and see Mrs Cross for details. 
 
During our year in the Reception class the children will be taking part in lots of cooking 
activities including bread making, the Harvest Breakfast, Gingerbread Men, Easter treats 
and Honey Biscuits. To help us provide the ingredients for these activities we ask for a 
voluntary contribution of £6.00 for the whole year. Please fill in the attached form and give 
it together with your donation to one of our Year R adults. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Kate Harrison  (Mrs Kate Harrison) 



 

 

 
Child’s name ________________________ 
 
I enclose £6.00 towards ingredients for activities during the school year. 
 
 
Signed ____________________________ 
 

 

 

 


