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Dear Year 3 Parents/Carers,  

 

Welcome back to a new school year. I do hope you and your family enjoyed the 

summer break and that the children are refreshed and ready to learn!  

 

Please find below important information about Year 3 and an overview of your child’s 

learning this half term. 

 

Homework 

Whilst we recognise the busy lifestyles that all of us now lead, we do ask that you 

support your child’s learning by whenever possible making time to listen to them read 

and supporting them with homework activities. 

 

Children have the opportunity to read in school but should also be reading on a daily 

basis at home. We would ask that you make a note and sign any reading undertaken in 

their home school diary. This home reading will count towards their Reading 

Challenge. 

 

Each week the children will also be expected to practise and learn spellings, times 

tables and number bonds appropriate to their ability. 

 

Focus Tested on 

Spelling Thursday 

Number Bonds Monday 

Times Tables Wednesday 

 

The Home/School diaries are checked, usually on a Friday, and can be valuable 

sources of communication so please encourage your child to bring it to school each 

day and let us know if there is something that needs to be read.   

 

 



 

 

Target Books 

Your child will soon be getting a Target Book which will contain individually tailored 

Numeracy and Literacy activities for them to work on. These books should be kept in 

your child’s book/ school bag so that they are always available at school and at home. 

 

• In the front of the book you will find their maths targets 

• At the back of the book are their literacy targets 

• On the inside front and back covers are the Year group expectations of the 

curriculum 

 

At school there will be ‘Target Time’ sessions where your child can work on their 

current targets. During these sessions we will look at their progress and identify the 

next steps in their learning. 

 

You can help support your child with their learning by: 

 

• Working with them on their targets 

• Adding extra tasks e.g. a couple more calculations or sentences 

• Writing a note to the teacher explaining your child’s understanding or any 

difficulties  

 

Forest School 

On Tuesday afternoons starting 11.9.18, the children will be taking part in Forest 

School. These sessions aim to encourage and inspire children through positive outdoor 

experiences. Teamwork skills will be developed through collaborative games and 

activities. Individual skills and self-esteem will be ‘grown’ through woodcraft 

activities, discovering about the natural world and creating environmental art.  

 

These sessions will take place in all weathers except for very high winds and storms. 

It is essential that your child has appropriate clothes for these activities. 

Children will need all of the following which we can then adapt according to conditions 

on the day: 

 

• Long trousers 

• A Fleece or sweatshirt 

• A waterproof coat 

• A hat 

• Wellington boots or sturdy outdoor shoes 

• Gloves  

 

Please note, these should be brought in to school every Tuesday. All clothing should 

be clearly named and in a named bag. It is likely that the clothes will get mucky! 

 

 

 



 

 

Mr Badger 

Children will also take it in turns to take home ‘Mr Badger’ at the weekend. Mr Badger 

enjoys all outdoor activities and is looking forward to meeting the children and joining 

them on any exciting outdoor adventures they can think of! When it is your child’s 

turn to take Mr Badger home, they will need to write a diary entry, including a photo 

or picture, about their experiences to share with the rest of the class. 

 

Please do come in to the classroom should you have any queries and I look forward to 

meeting you all soon. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Chris Orchard 

 

Mr C Orchard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Literacy lessons will be based on the books 

of Roald Dahl. Learning will include: 

 

• Use of question marks 

• Reading comprehension skills - retrieving 

information 

• Sequencing connectives and openers 

⇒ Writing instructions 

⇒ Writing recounts 

• Use of inverted commas (speech marks) 

 

Rotten Romans is our History based topic. 

The children will be learning about the 

spread of the Roman Empire, life in Roman 

Britain, Roman technology and legacy (e.g. 

roads, bath houses) Boudicca’s rebellion and 

Gods and Goddesses. As part of this we will 

be visiting the Novium Museum on 21.9.18. 

In Maths lessons, the children will be 

learning: 

 

• Number bonds to 100 

• Efficient mental addition and subtraction 

strategies  

• Place value in 3 digit numbers 

• How to represent multiplication as an 

array 

• Doubling and halving strategies 

• Telling the time to the nearest 5 minutes 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                                         
 

     

 

 

Animals and Nutrition is the focus for 

Science lessons. The children will learn 

about: 

 

• Health, diet and exercise 

• Animal classification 

• Food chains 

• Teeth  

In Swimming we will be developing 

technique, water skills and stamina in 

swimming. In PE we will be developing 

football skills and techniques. 

In ICT the children will be learning how to 

check and correct the coding of a computer 

program (debugging) and how to  use the 

computer file system.  

 

E-safety will focus on how to search the 

internet safely and safeguarding personal 

information. 

Lifeskills lessons will be based around the 

theme of ‘New beginnings’. It offers the 

children the opportunity to see themselves 

as valued individuals within a community and 

to shape a welcoming, safe and fair learning 

place for all. 

In Music we will be improvising and 

composing music and developing skills with a 

variety of tuned and untuned instruments.  

 

In RE, the children will be learning about the 

Hindu Faith  

 

In Art we will be making mosaics using 

different mediums and a clay Roman oil lamp 

 



 

 

 

 

 


